Directory, baptism, 

Recognize kids going to camp, vbs workers

As we start this new series, I want to start by saying that one of the most important jobs that I have is that of shepherd, and protector….one of the most important jobs of elders is to protect…..but from what?

Throughout the new testament we have the encouragement to….. be on the watch for false teachers and heresies

Why….b/c following false teachers, allowing heresy, has eternal consequences

The elders here at cornerstone take this job seriously….it is vitally important to know who the false teachers are, what the heresy of the day is…

I am going to explain these heresies, we will examine scripture and see why it is heresy, and we will examine those who are perpetrating the heresies, and who the false prophets are in order that you might know….

Lets begin this morning with a passage of scripture from Matthew 7:15-23

These words come directly from Jesus, and they are a sobering reminder that there are those out there who are seeking to do you harm

They are in disguise, they are lurking among us as sheep….and the problem is….b/c they are masquerading as sheep, we tend to trust them

And this is the danger….because every good heresy has a sliver of truth to it

False prophets are not easy to spot, if they were…..there would be no need for a warning….but again…they are deadly….

And Jesus says, we will know them by there fruit…(get a bowl of fruit)

As believers, how do we judge a persons fruit….how do we know their fruit is good/healthy….to do this we must turn to scripture and examine all they say against scripture

And lets be clear….you distinguish false prophets from mistaken teachers by their willingness to repent

This morning, we are going to begin our walk through some of these modern heresies by looking at what is known as the “emergent church”

The emergent church movement began about 20 years ago….and like every good heresy….the name sounds good….emergent and who doesn’t like the name “church”

But what is it, and why is it deadly….

The emergent church arose out of a divide between evangelicals and those who were resisting the historic teachings of the church

There are core fundamentals of our faith…these fundamentals are near and dear to our heart….they are the essentials of our faith

The problem with many of these essentials Is that sometimes they don’t sound real nice…

Christians for the past 20 yrs have been encouraged by leaders in the emergent church movement to make some changes to the way we approach the lost…

We have been told that young lost people don’t like to talk about blood, and that we should refrain from talking about blood

We have been told that lost people don’t like hearing about their sin….duh huh…..i don’t either

Emergent church leaders have taken a position that softens the bible to be more palatable…they deny the existence of eternal hell, they teach that things like sin and the blood of christ are not important

And it has all been done in the name of “reaching the lost”…..the bible has another name for this….
2 timothy 4:3

And its interesting, that the emergent church is teaching in direct defiance to Jesus….

In fact, when we look back at matthew 7, isn’t it interesting that Jesus addresses false prophets, and then immediately begins to speak about Hell…

Look at v. 21….not everyone who says…Lord Lord…

Immediately we should know that Jesus himself knows that reaching the lost never means making hard things easier to hear….otherwise he would have changed his verbiage here….

And isn’t it interesting that immediately after talking about false prophets that he addresses the question of hell…

What this tells us is that there really is no new heresy….instead, everything just tends to get recycled…

The emergent church has simply repackaged what the false prophets of old originally sold….

So who is the emergent church, and how do we protect from them….

My job as your pastor is to sound the alarm, make warning so that you look into who you are listening to…

Some of the names you need to research who are tied to the emergent church movement are – rob bell, brian mclaren, chip ingram, and joel osteen

What should you look out for?   we should reject any teaching that softens or widens the road of the gospel….narrow is the path 

Our temptation has always been to soften the gospel, to make it more palatable

What we need to remember about the gospel, is that we are merely instruments of the Lord

We share the bold truth of the gospel, and allow the work of the Holy Spirit to take root

In and of ourselves, we cannot make the gospel take root in someones life….Matthew 10:14, whoever doesn’t receive, shake the dirt from your sandals….move on to the next

Far too often, we don’t shake the dirt from our sandals, we instead compromise in the hope we will not be rejected

But lets be clear, they rejected Christ….if the lost have rejected Christ then they will for sure reject you…unless of course….you soften the gospel

As believers we cannot soften the gospel, as it is Gods plan for our salvation

If you have never trusted Christ, let today be the day

Dismiss baptism – what a wonderful example…..






